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stumbled on the edge of a precipice. Sheikh Mira, who
was with the king deftly swung his master from the saddle,
while Khando Ballal caught the bridle just in time to save
the horse. But the season was far advanced. Shahu was
unwilling to face the hardships of a monsoon campaign
and readily listened to Dhanaji Jadav, who, old and war
worn, suggested to his master that the time had come to
raise the siege and to return to Satara.

At Satara the king consoled himself for his failure by
marrying two fresh wives. One was the mild and gentle
Sagunabai. The second was the haughty and imperious
Sakwarbai, Both were daughters of the Shirke house.
By these marriages he no doubt wished to renew the
friendship of the Shirkes, which had been begun at Jinji,
when Rajaram escaped through their good offices.

But if Shahu feared the rigours of a monsoon campaign,
no such fears dwelt in the dauntless bosom of Tarabai,
Her agents won to her cause Phond Savant of Savant wadi.
In 1662, as it will be remembered, Shivaji reduced to
vassalage the Savant chief Lakkam Savant The latter
died in 1665 three years after his defeat. His brother
Bhav Phond succeeded him and ruled Savantwadi until
1675. He was followed by Khein Savant, a brave but
faithless prince, who during the war of independence
artfully increased his power by joining, as it suited his
interests the standard of Rajaram or Aurangzib. When
Shahu returned, Khein Savant favoured his cauae. Bat
Khem Savant died early in 1709 and was succoeded by
Phond Savant. Seduced by Tarabai's promises, he sent
the queen a well-equipped body of troops, with which she
marched against Panhala. The commandant who had
already committed one treason was soon convinced that
a second treason was the only remedy for the first. Early
in 1710 ho surrendered the fortress to Tarabai. Gratified
by her success, she brought her idiot son to Kolhapur*,
which she proclaimed the capital of the Maratha kingdom,

4 Panhala is only a morning's drive from, Kolhapur.